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those who wish to acquaint themselves with any phase of Spanish papal 
politics in the second half of the sixteenth century. 

Roger Bigelow Merriman. 

Blaise d'e Monluc Historien: £tude Critique sur le Texte et la 
Valeur Historique des Commentaires. Par Paul Courteault, 
Ancien fileve de l'Ecole Normale Superieure. (Paris: Picard 
et Fils. 1908. Pp. xlviii, 685.) 

Among the narrative and military works of French writers of the 
sixteenth century the Commentaires of Blaise de Monluc will always 
hold a high place. Henry IV. called them " le breviaire des soldats ". 
They cover in all a period of fifty-four years, from the campaign of 
Bicocca in Northern Italy in 1521-1522 to the siege of Gensac in the 
fourth Civil War in July, 1575. The first draft of the greater part of 
these Commentaires was composed very rapidly between November, 
1570, and June, 1571, largely front memory, and while the author was 
smarting under the disgrace of removal from his post of lieutenant of 
Guienne, and therefore anxious at every turn to justify himself and his 
conduct; a supplement, characterized by a more philosophic tone, fol- 
lowed in 1576. Monluc's indebtedness to other writers of his time is 
almost negligible. It is true that in his accounts of the wars of Francis I. 
and Henry II. he makes use of the works of du Bellay, Jovius, Paradin 
and Rabutin for the purpose of weaving together the isolated events he 
describes, and for correction in matters of detail, while for the period 
of the Civil Wars he relies somewhat on documents — on several occa- 
sions reproducing entire the text of important letters, and frequently 
analyzing and summarizing memoirs and instructions. But it is easy to 
see that Monluc had supreme confidence in his own really prodigious 
memory and estimates the value of a description by an eye-witness like 
himself (though that description might be written years after the 
event) as far higher than that of the verdict of the professional his- 
torian. " Que si je voulois estre historien ", he once wrote, " et que le 
Roy me commandast d'escripre la veritte, je vouldrois bien asseurer que 
je le ferois aussi bien que homme de France, encores que je ne sois pas 
grand clerc . . . j'entendz des lieux ou j'estois, et non des aultres. Car 
je ne vouldrois escripre choze aulcune pour ouir dire." 

The Commentaires have been published and republished a number 
of times since the appearance of the first edition in 1592 (most recently 
by the Baron Alphonse de Ruble, in 1864-1867, in the Collection de la 
Societe de I'Histoire de France) ; they have been used, abused, applauded 
and reviled by chroniclers and historians from Monluc's time to this 
day. It has remained however to M. Courteault, in the present work, to 
subject them to the scrutiny of modern critical research. And he has 
produced a volume which is to the last degree sane, thorough and schol- 
arly from cover to cover. It adds much to our knowledge of the life of 
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Monluc as well as to our appreciation of the historical value of his writ- 
ings, for, in the course of his exhaustive examination of every separate 
passage of the Commentaires M. Courteault has incidentally been led to 
recount in detail many chapters of the life of their author, which have 
hitherto remained obscure. The index and table of contents are un- 
usually full and detailed, and the bibliography a boon to all students of 
sixteenth-century France. An unsigned and unaddressed document in 
the Record Office (State Papers, Eliz., vol. CXI., no. 612), dated March 
2, 1570, and vindicating Monluc's conduct in Quercy and Guienne, alone 
seems to have escaped the author's notice. 1 An excellent recapitulation 
at the last summarizes effectively the results of this brilliant investiga- 
tion and characterizes the Commentaires as " une oeuvre composee sans 
art, touffue, aventureuse, souvent obscure, mais qui, malgre ses imper- 
fections, resiste assez bien a la critique pour meriter d'etre toujours 
consultee avec profit ". 

Roger Bigelow Merriman. 

The King's General in the West: the Life of Sir Richard Granville, 
Bart., 1600-1659. Compiled from various sources by Reverend 
Roger Granville, M.A., Sub-Dean of Exeter Cathedral. (New 
York and London : John Lane Company. 1908. Pp. xiii, 217.) 

A History of the Life of Colonel Nathaniel Whetham, a Forgotten 
Soldier of the Civil Wars. By Catherine Durning Whetham 
and William Cecil Dampier Whetham, M.A., F.R.S., Fel- 
low and Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge. (London and 
New York: Longmans, Gre.en and Company. 1907. Pp. xviii, 

237-) 

Such a happy conjunction as the simultaneous appearance of these 
lives of Granville and Whetham does not often fall to the reviewer's lot. 
Almost exact contemporaries, each playing a considerable part in the 
same stirring events, yet precisely opposed to each other by birth, train- 
ing and circumstance, temper and habit of mind, political opinion and 
public service, it would be hard to find two other characters which better 
typify the Cavalier and Roundhead of history and tradition. At least 
one historian has voiced the desire felt by many for lives of obscure men 
at great epochs of history, that there might be deduced from them the 
real effect on the individual of far-reaching movements. And though 
neither of the men whose lives are here set down is to be classed as 
obscure, they serve the better on account of their position the purpose of 
enabling us to comprehend the drama of the Puritan Revolution. 

On the one hand Granville, grandson and namesake of the hero of 
the Revenge, brother of the Bayard of the Civil Wars, Sir Bevill, and 

1 The reviewer is indebted to Professor J. W. Thompson of the University 
of Chicago for this reference. 



